
Seventeen graduates from Porterville College’s Fire Academy were 
honored during a ceremony on Wednesday, November 13th. 

The graduates completed an intensive, 12-week training program. “The 
academy can sometimes be a grueling experience, but it is a rewarding 
journey where lifelong bonds are made, and a family is formed among 
the cadets,” said PC president, Dr. Claudia Habib at the ceremony. “I so 
admire their great courage. During their practices they learned how to 
navigate dangerous physical spaces, and situations. Their instructors 
inspire them and help the cadets mastered the skills to do this job. But it 
takes a unique kind of individual to pursue a career dedicated to protect 
and save lives; they are indeed heroes for our communities.” 

Chief Mario Garcia, who retired from the Porterville Fire Department, is 
the Program Coordinator. He lead the evening’s program in partnership 
with Chief Rich Stover, retiree from Cal Fire, and current Porterville Fire 
Department Chief Dave LaPere.
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Upcoming PC Events
Dates Event Time/location

December 9 to 14 Final Exams for Fall Semester Various Locations and Times

December 13 Active Shooter/Assailant Drills and Training 8:00am-11:00am AC Building, LRC Building
10:00am-4:00pm SM Building

December 14 End of Fall Semester

December 16, 2019 to January 16, 2020 Winter Recess CAMPUS CLOSED December 24 to January 1

January 17, 2020 Spring FLEX Day

January 21, 2020 Spring Semester Instruction Begins

This update is published 
by the Porterville College 

Marketing and Communications 
Department. You may 

contact us at marketing@
portervillecollege.edu or at 

559.791.2209

PORTERVILLE
COLLEGE

PORTERVILLE
COLLEGE

The 2019 Fire Academy Graduates

Chief Dave LaPere and Dr. Claudia Habib

Attending Dignitaries Prepare for the Ceremony to Begin



Teaching Students to Step UP!

UPDATE

PC’s Anthropology Club traveled to Santa Ana on 
November 2nd to see the beautiful and historic 
Bowers Museum.  The museum was originally built in 
1936 by Charles Bowers as a local museum devoted 
to Orange County history, but was expanded and 
reopened in 1992 with a broader vision and more 
diverse collections.  

The club viewed exhibits on ancient China, the 
arts of the South Pacific, Tibetal murals, the native 
cultures of California, and California Legacies: 
Missions and Ranchos - among others - on a pleasant 
Saturday afternoon that included picnicking in 
the courtyard of the original 1936 portion of the 
building, constructed in the Mission Revival style.  It 
was a long drive, but worth it for the opportunity to 
experience some new art and culture in Southern 
California.

Porterville College 
Anthro Club Goes to 
Santa Ana’s Bowers 
Museum

AnthroClub Students at the Bower’s Museum

by Professor Robert Alan Simpkins

Porterville College is committed to providing a safe 
educational environment for teaching and learning, 
free of crime and violence.

Through our #StaySafe Campus Initiative, Campus 
Safety and Security Manager Todd Dearmore, 
provides training to multiple campus groups and 
organizations on a number of topics so students, 
faculty and staff can stay safe in multiple situations.  

Mr. Dearmore recently joined the Associated Students 
of Porterville College to provide Step UP! training - a 
comprehensive bystander intervention program that 
teaches five decision-making steps and effective  
strategies for helping yourself and others in unsafe 
situations.

AnthroClub Students at the Bower’s Museum

ASPC Students and Campus Safety and Security Manager Todd Dearmore



100 to 150 students are helped 
each month by the PC Pirates 
Food Pantry.

Students are able to come to the 
food pantry once a week and show 
their student I.D. card to receive 2 
or 3 bags of groceries for free. The 
groceries are non-perishables, 
refrigerated, and frozen items. 

Over the Thanksgiving Holiday, 
the Financial Aid Department 
and several student groups and 
agencies hosted a week of events 
designed to bring awareness to 
Hunger and Homelessness issues 
being faced by students.  

PC Student Services, in partnership 
with the Fresno Food Bank, 
provides a Neighborhood Market  
across the street from the main 
campus buildings at the Jamison 
Stadium parking lot, on the fourth 
Monday of every month, from 10 

to noon,  for the entire community.

At the market approximately  
6,000 pounds of food per month 
is distributed. People are asked to 
bring their own bags or a cart for 
transport. 

“The finance and food pantry 
are working on a food insecurity 
survey for students this week,” 
said Financial Aid Director Tiffany 
Haynes, “that way we can provide 
additional services if they need 
it, and that’s where we tie in the 
CalFresh workshop.”

Second year student San 
Juanita Baldwin sat in the 
Student Cafeteria Conference 
Room during one of the week’s 
events and watched a film on 
Homelessness that portrayed the 
life of a man and his two children 
who were living in his van in Los 
Angeles. 

She said, “I know that the financial 
aid office has the food pantry 
and many of the school clubs try 
to help out with the homeless. 
They donate food items, clothes, 
and toiletry items. I believe in our 
school and on campus we have 
a lot of students who are hungry 
and they cannot afford nutritional 
food because it’s expensive. 
From my personal experience 

with homelessness, I was in 
transition from moving from one 
city to another. Because of lack 
of stability and lack of access 
to nutritional food my diabetes 
flared up. Now I’m stable and my 
diabetes is under control.” 

“We are here to help you,” Haynes 
said, “and we hope you take 
advantage of it.”

For each homeless and hunger 
event during the weeklong 
awareness campaign, a student 
could register, and on Thursday, 
November 21st, 150 boxes of 
Thanksgiving meals were given 
out, first come, first served to 
anyone who wanted them.

Food Pantry and Market Address Hunger issues for Students

UPDATE

PC
Student
Scene

Holiday Spirit
This month, Porterville College Students participated 
in the Porterville Children’s Christmas Parade for the 
first time ever.  The ASPC and other student clubs 
got together and organized an entry for the first time 
this Holiday season.  They took on this entire project 
themselves and did a great job!

#GivingTuesday
Congratulations on a GREAT first ever #GivingTuesday 
Fundraiser.  This year the ASPC and several other 
Student Activity groups hosted a gourmet hotdog sale, 
along games and giveaways to raise funds to create a 
new PC mascot to be used at PC sports, campus and 
community events and student activities.  Go Pirates! 

A look at some 
of the things PC 

Students are doing 
out and about in 
our community.

PC Pirates Food Pantry



Sophomore Tayshawun Bradford nailed 
a three-pointer, with just three seconds 
on the clock, to boost the Porterville 
College men’s basketball team to a 
78-75 victory over visiting Bakersfield 
College on Friday, December 6th.

Bradford’s shot closed out an epic 
battle between the two squads that 
saw a close game with numerous ties 
and lead changes.

The Pirates and Renegades were tied 
25-25 at halftime. Then, with two 
minutes left to play, Jacob Daguman 
sank a pair of free throws to lock in a 
seven-point lead for PC (78-65). 

Bakersfield responded with a 7-point 
run with 12 seconds remaining, to once 
again tie up the ball game.

Then, with time running out, Porterville’s Then, with time running out, Porterville’s 
Dominic King found Bradford near the Dominic King found Bradford near the 
corner where he calmly sank the three-corner where he calmly sank the three-
point basket with just three seconds point basket with just three seconds 
left on the clock!left on the clock!

Bradford led PC with 19 points in Bradford led PC with 19 points in 
the contest and added six rebounds the contest and added six rebounds 
and three assists. King and Dustin and three assists. King and Dustin 
Henderson both added 14 points each Henderson both added 14 points each 
in support of the win. King had seven in support of the win. King had seven 
assists while Henderson grabbed seven assists while Henderson grabbed seven 
rebounds.rebounds.

The Pirates hit the court again on The Pirates hit the court again on 
Thursday (Dec. 12) when they face LA Thursday (Dec. 12) when they face LA 
Valley at the SBCC Holiday Classic in Valley at the SBCC Holiday Classic in 
Santa Barbara.  Santa Barbara.  

Way to Go Pirates!Way to Go Pirates!

UPDATE

PC Pulls Off 78-75 Nail-Biter win over Bakersfield College

Porterville 
College to Host 
Groundbreaking 
Day of Training 
on Campus
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Unfortunately, the occurrence of 
unexpected emergencies in the 
school setting has become more and 
more commonplace in recent years. 
It is important that organizations 
prepare in advance for these 
situations through training.  Porterville 
College is committed to providing 
a safe educational environment for 
teaching and learning, free of crime 
and violence.

To that end, Porterville College, The 
Porterville Police Department and 
The Porterville Fire Department are 
partnering to hold an unprecedented 
day of simulations and training on the 
Porterville College Campus.

On Friday, December 13th, we will run 
multiple active shooter simulations 
and trainings on the PC campus.
  
The Porterville Police and Fire 
Departments, along with Imperial 
Ambulance, will be conducting Active 
Shooter Drills from 10am through 4pm. 
In these drills, local law enforcement 
will be running live scenarios in the 
Science and Math Building to train 
their personnel.  There will be multiple 
opportunities for observation and 
participation in these drills throughout 
the day. 

 We will also be holding several faculty 
and staff-specific drills between 8 
and 11am for the purposes of training 
Porterville College faculty and 
staff in preparation for an unlikely 
emergency.  These drills will simulate 
an active shooter entering multiple 
areas of campus and the aftermath 
that follows.  

The Porterville College Crisis 
Management team will be deployed to 
manage the events from the College 
perspective throughout the day. “It’s 
important to put the trainings and 
discussions we have had into practice 
with drills of this type”, said Todd 
Dearmore, PC Safety and Security 
Manager. 

Porterville College and the Kern 
Community College District is 
dedicated to providing a safe learning 
environment for students, faculty and 
staff through trainings and education 
on crisis management.  “By running 
practical drills of this type, we have the 
opportunity to build muscle memory 
that will help us in the unfortunate 
event of a real emergency.  It is 
also very important for us to build 
strong relationships with local first 
responders”, added Dearmore.

#PCStaysafe

PC Science and Math Building

PC Pirates vs. BC Renegades


